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The Publiſher's ADVERTISEMENT. © 


HE Paper there Publiſh'd, is a Preface 
| to a Book, EntituPd, An Hiſtorical Eſ- 
ſay on the Loyalty of Presbyterians, 
&c. It contains ſuch ſolid unanſwerable Argu- 
ments for Proteſtants uniting in Defence of the 
Hanover Succeſſion againſt the Pretender, that 
T thought it might be ſeaſonable now, when Triſh + 
Papiſts, and other Jacobites, are become ſo inſo- 
lent, and ſo openly avow their Hopes of a Revo- 
lation in their Favour. ' Beſides, I am very well 
aſſur d, it declares the joint Sentiments of the 
Northern Presbyterians, the moſt united Body 
of Proteſtants in this Kingdom, who are capa- 
ble of making a vigorous Stand for our happy Le- 
gal Eſtabliſhment of the Succeſſion; and there- 
fore I hope it will be very Encouraging to all 
thoſe, who have our Common Proteſtant and 
Britiſh Intereſt at Heart. That the Calumnies 
which have been caſt on the Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters, have an unhappy Tendency todivide and ſo to 
talen the Proteſtant Intereſt, is obvious to eve- 
717 One's Obſervation. Such as will give themſelves |} 
the Trouble to read the ESSAY it ſelf, will find 
an entire Vindication of them. However, the 
Prefatory Addreſs, as I here offer it to the Pu- 
blick, has no private Party-view, my Deſign is 
only to ſerve the Intereſt of Religion and Liber- 
ty, and the Hanover Succeſſion, the beſt Securi- 
ty of both; and therefore ] hope it will be accept- 
able to all good Proteltants. Rs 
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Prefatory Addreſs 
VCC 
Her MajnsTry's 


PROTESTANT SUBJECTS of all Perſuaſiens, in 
Great Britain and Ireland, againſt the Pre- 
tender, on Behalf of the Proteſtant Religi- 
on, the QukkN, the Houſe of HAN OVER, 
and our Liberties. e ee 


HE Flaming Diviſions of Proteſtants have 
no where been a greater Scandal to Religion, 
nor more dangerous to the Civil Liberties of 
any Nation in the World, than amongſt us 
in Ereat-Britain and Ireland: All Europe 
knows it, and all the contending Parties confeſs it; and 
yet alas! the fatal Diſeaſe continues. This makes us ap- 
pear to the ſober thinking part of Mankind, as if we had 

a mind to diſpute our ſelves out of our Religion and our 
Liberties ; as if we ſcorn'd our Deliverance, and courted 
our Ruin; while Unity amongſt our ſelves (the chief, if 
not the only means under God, of ſaving us) inſtead of 
Meeting with a due Regard, is treated with Inſolence and 
Contempt; and Moderation and Moderate Men loudly de- 
cry'd and ridicul'd both from Preſs and Pulpit ; And now 
we are brought to that Paſs. that thole who wou'd cure 
our Diviſions, can't; and thofe who can, won't, IG 


(4) 


If we ſearch into the nnhappy Cauſes of theſe continu- 
ed Diviſions, we'll find *em all reducible to Two General 
Heads. I. The different Sentiments that are amongft 
Proteſtants, about Charch-Government, Littrg ies aud human 


| Ceremonies in Divine Worſhip, and about the Terms both 


of Miniſterial, and Private Chriſtian Communion with re- 
ſpe& to theſe Things. II. Their not Exerting themſelves 
according to the Common Principles of the Proteſtant 
Religion, wherein they are all agreed, and the true In- 


tereft of Britiſh: Subjects. As to the firſt, tis neither the 


Defign of the Book nor of this Addreſs, to touch the Me- 
Tits of the Cauſe, or to enter upon the Controverſies that 


are Agitated a mongſt Britiſh Proteſtants upon theſe Heads. 


But the ſecond Cauſe is what Iam reſolv'd te lay open, and 
to offer my humble Advice for the ſpeedy and effectual 
Cure of it. And Jam confident that all Pious and Good 
Proteſtants will find from Experience, that wou'd we all 
do what the Common Principles of the Proteſtant Reli. 


gion we are agreed in oblige us to do, our Differences about 


the debated Peints wou'd either inſenſibly dwindle away, 
and be Compromis'd; or, if continu*d, wou'd be Manag'd 
with that Charity and Meekneſs that wou'd allay our 
Heats, . and prove the Glorious Harbinger of the Peace of 

eruſalem, as well as a ſtrong Pillar for the ſupport of our 

appy Civil Conſtitution. While any Proteſtant, Epiſcopal, 
Presbyterian, or Independent, ftands Muſing with himſelf 
what can be the reaſon why all the Deſires and Endeavors 
of good Men for the Union of Proteftants have met with 
no better Succeſs; it wou'd very well become him, to 
make an Enquiry whether Proteſtants of all Denominations 
have not/provok'd an Holy God to permit a Spirit of Dil- 


cord to rage amongſt 'em, as a Puniſhment for their not 


Practiſing the Matters they are agreed in, which are the 
Subſtantials and Vitals ot Religion. It is certain, that the 
ſhining Beauties of true Holineſs are Attractive of the 
Love and Reverence of all good Men; it Unites their Af- 
feftions, and links 'em into a Harmony of Meaſures. 


Brotherly Love and Meekneſs, the Eſſential Ingredients 


of true Religion, have ſo much of the Temper of Heaven 
in 'em, that they wou'd ſoon make us all eaſy : Charity 
wou'd»put the beſt Conſtruction upon the Principles and 
Practices of one another, It wou'd not ſtrain Conſe- 

| * quences 


RE, 
quences, nor infuſe groundleſs Jealouſies, nor wilfully miſ- 
repreſent Matters of Fat, nor uſe bitter Scurrilous Ex- 
preſſions, to alienate the Affections of Proteftants, and 
keep em at a diſtance from one another. It wou'd cover 
and forgive real Faults inftead of Raking into Imaginary 


ones. It wou'd make all good Men honor Men of Worth 


and real Goodneſs, tho of a different Perſuaſion from them- 
ſelves, much more than the Debauchees of their own Perſua- 
ſion. A Charitable Churchman wou d efteem a pious Preſ- 
byterian much more than a Profligate Wretch of his own 


Communion, who thinks to recommend himſelf by Curſing, 
Swearing, Drinking and Mobbing for the Church; and fo 


wou'd a Charitable Presby terian have a real value for the 


Image of God in a Churchman, and deſpile a Prophane 


Presbyterian, let him proieſs what Zeal he pleaſes for 
Presbytery, to the higheſt Degree. This wou'd make Men 


Impartial in their Judging of Principles and Perſuaſions, 
and not load a Community with Reproaches upon the Ac- 


count of the Faults of ſome Knaves and Fools which belong 
to it. Ina Word, it wou'd make us all abandon every 


baſe Party Intereſt; it wou'd cure Bzgotry on all ſides, and 
keep Men from running Matters to Extremes. And as the 
Angels rejoyce over one Sinner that repenteth, whether 
he hath obtain'd that Repentance by the Goſpel Preach'd 


in a Pariſſ. Church or a Meeting-Houſe ; ſo wou'd this Hea- 
venly Quality of Love to God and the Souls of Men, make 
us all rejoyce in the real good that is done or got by any of 
another Perſuaſion, and renounce and bewail the Sin and 
Folly of any of our own. : 


This Holy Religion. which all of us profeſs, and 


which teacheh us all theſe Divine Leſſons I have been men- 


tioning, ought to be inviolably maintain'd, by uniting our 
beft Intereſts and Endeavours againſt the Common Enemy. 
It can't be unknown to diſcerning Proteſtants, that ſince 


our Happy Reformation from Popery, Hell and Rome have 


been at Work, always by ſecret Fraud, and ſome Time 


by open Violence, to reintroduce into theſe Nations the 
Tyranny, Jdolatry, Hereſy, and other abominable Su- 
perſtitions of the Roman Antichriſt, and that for compaſ- 


ling their accurſed Ends, they have always employ 'd their 
Engines of Diviſion for deſlroying our happy Civil Conſti- 
tu don, and embroiling the State, They have eadcavror d 


to 
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to debauch our Morals and deftroy our Tiberties, that 
by being made Atheiſts and Slaves, we may be made Pa- 
piſts or any Thing. For he that can renounce his God 
and his Country, will ſtick at nothing; for he has nothing 
left him that's worth keeping. MIN 


The great Hopes of that wicked Party have been ftill 
raisd by the Expectations of a Popiſh Prince upon the 

Throne. What encourag'd the 8515 Plot in King Charles 
II's Reign, but the Hopes of a Popiſh Succeſſor? And they 
could never hope for Succeſs, but by blinding the Eyes 
of Proteſtants, and making em Tools to promote their 
Intereſt. The Noble Patriots of that Reign us'd their 
utmoſt Intereft for carrying the Bill of Excluſion ; and yet 
Protefiant Hands muſt throw it out, to the Diſhonour of 
Religion and the enſlaving theſe Nations. But Almighty 


God, who ſeht us the Great King William, and the late 


Glorious Revolution, to convince us of the Obftinacy and 
Folly of thoſe who had given Occaſion for it, hath bleft 
the Crown and Kingdoms with a Train of ſucceſſive Glo- 
ries, one of the greateſt whereof is, A perpetual Law of 


Excluſion of all Popiſh Princes from the Throne; and our 


Noble Legiſlature have ſettled the Succeſſion in the Illu- 
ftrious Proteſtant Houſe of Hanover, in whoſe Intereft our 


Religion, Her Majeſty's happy Government over us, and 
our Civil Liberties are deeplyembark'd; and without which 
they can't in allHuman Probability, be preſerv'd, And there- 


fore our Common Principles, as Proteftants and Loval- 
Subjects, lay us under the moſt ſolemn and indiſpenſible 
2 to maintain it, and to oppoſe the Popiſh Preten- 

7. | 


gious Sentiments about the Eſtabliſh*d Terms of Church Com- 

wunion, yet this is a Noble Center of Union, for us all to 
join in as one Man, in defending the Reform'd Religion, the 
Queen, the Hanover Succeſſion, and our Country, againſt the 


Pretender and his Abettors. Our greateſt Danger is from 
the Proteſtant Facobites, the Monſters of our Age, and 


tboſe who are blindly led into their Meaſures. And there- 


fore let us all unite againſt them, and practiſe the Advice 
given us by our late Glorious Deliverer, in his laſt Speech 
to his Parliament, Let me conjure you, (ſays he) to Diſap- 
paint the only Hopes of our Enemies by your Unanimity. 1 


_ bave 


Tho? we be ſo unhappy, as not to agree in our Reli- 


(97) 
at have ſomin,/ 40d will always ſbew, bom defrow-1 wie 40: by 
a the COMMON FATHER ef ann Peoples: Don u like 
d Manner lay aſide Parties and Divifions. Let there be no o 
8 ther Diſt inſ ive heand of ampeg g for the Future, bun of 
| choſe who : att or abe Proteſtant, Religion and vhe preſent 
. Eftublifhnieot; and of tboſe who, wenn 4 Popiſh Prigce, ond a 


ill French Government. 7 4 ein i VERY B u5W (3.3 37 Dias 
le 5:63.) 217 10 nog 2 1 8 qynjsd. eid i bus nod bed 
es lt is now near. Forty Years ines Rug land las been feng: 
y ling for a Ball f Exclyion, and it e- d tos: be nptaind 
es til Were Already to ba devour'd by Peper m.. 
ir very, and until bur gracious God ſav'd us by: à Rev, 
ir which Was ner to a Miracle; and thus he taught hs as Gr 
et deo ta upht the Men of Suceotb by. Braars and Fhornss May 
of his Infinite Meroy prevent the Neceſſity of a fNond. In- 
ty | fruRivodf chat bind. Shall ve he ſuch an ungta tefulsGe: 
te neration both td Wed and Man, as to rejeft gur Mereg 
d and Freedom and efex our od Chains to dur valuable 
| kiberties | For Gud's ſake, ſet us not follow the wicked 
o- Example of the murmuring Waelitet, who were for re 
of 2 Bondage, After God had: delivered 
Ir em from it, and brought them: through the Red Ses. 
Us Can Infatuatiomit ſelf do worſe, than t@&throw:upiationce, 
ir all the Religion we have gain dage- the Refor mat ian; and 
d, | #ll:the Prdvadgges:we ever bad ſince we were a People? 
ch Or, fhatlyeibe ſo vain and ered ulous, as to believe that 
e- che Brerepder,, who, if he comes tdithe Crown, myſt come 
al fraughtediwith all the Vengeance that enrag'd Reſent - 
le ments of his ſuppos d Father's: beigg unjuſtly dethromd, 
1 and himſelf injur d, can ſupply; will tever protect the Re-. 

gion end Biberty, Which he hab keen taught from hs In- 

i- fancy to deſtroi:⁊. Shall we bei demented, às tos think 
1 that the Mvde llof a French Government, and the Bodrines 
o of the-Popifh Religion will ever ſit; the Comp lexion of 
ne Brazſh Proteſtant ? Or, can any Man of Sent believe, 
ie that the fidiculbus Report of the Pre tende s turning Pro- : 
m teſtant has{any Readity in it? Our Adverfarissa reſſoꝛſen- 
d ſible of the; Strength of A,. Hrurlſtam Intereſt iim (eſe | 
e- Nation; chat they dare not attempt to ohtrude the Ne · 
de tender upon us, but under à Freraſtaunt Ia. But the 
h accurſed Diſhmulation of the Pope and Jeſuits, and their 
p- 4 iſpenſing within and all thats Sacred to ſerve a Turn, 
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has made dem too Infamous to gain Credit to ſuch a For- 


gery as the Pr etender's being a Proteſtant “!“ | 
en rod e 


Man” conſider his Education in a Court, 


hic hith"deftroy'# one of the famouſeſt Proteſtant 


Chu her te the: World, aim'd at the Ruin of 4 the reſt; 
and who wou'd never have maintain d him, unleſs they 


| Had been aſſur'd of his being a true Son of the Church 


oro zin which hislntereRhas been ſo great very lately, 
asc prof. the Promötibf ofa French Abbot to a Cardi. 
nals. Capua And he has never ſhown the leaft Diſregard 


to hat che French Court Authoriz d to be: publiſh d as 


his Fatbesg Dying Advice to him viz. Thar he ſbos d ne- 
ven c bange bit Religion, and always look o 1he French King 
a; big Tarßtr. When he attempted to invade Scotland, Anne 


1708, he did not ſo much as pretend to be à Froteſtant. 

And during the whole War, While he had aby hopes of a 
FHeneb Power to force him upon us, never allow'd his 

Prierds once to ſuggeſt: his Change in Religion. But.nuw 


when there ſeems to. be no ie left him, but but by Diſſembling 
a Change; nor no other Way to blind the People, and put 
an Argument intgithe Proteſtant Jacobites Months, he's all 


of a ſudden given vus for a Proteſtant. Did not his Pre. 
tended "Father for ſome 1 ears, while Duke of Tork, call hims 


ſelf q Proteſtant, yet no Man in England doubts of his: 
having been at that very Time as much a/Papift as he 


was in the Moment of his Abdication; but he put on a 
 Proteftant Mask, to deceive the People, until he had 


ripend Matters, by procur ing the ſevere Perſetution of 
the! Protiftant Diſembis che Diſgracd of. aH Moderate 
Churchmen, and the Exalting of all Men of Arbimary Prin- 
eiple s, and doing every Thing which the then Oourt gave 


out for an Advancement of the Glory and Grandeur of 
the Church of Eng lan; by which they mearit only a Par- 


ty, 'rais'd to ruin their Fellow Proteſtants, and by that 


Means to make Way for the next Blobd y Fopiſb Sent that 


was tobe open'd. Let ay Man compare all⸗this i with 
the Familiar Arts and Impuùdent Forgeries of the Church 
of Rome, and try if he can reconciſè himſelf to the Re/ 
port of the Pretender's turning Proteſtau t: 
wh jo T2 is Jace Sil: e407 glial uo! 508 
And yet this grofs Artifice is purſu'd with ſuch Impu - 
dence, by ſome of the Jaccbites, as they ſtop not to inſi- 
e nua te 
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nuate their Hopes of bringing in their Pop;/b Maſter, un- 
der the Notion of a New Convers, by the Legiſlature, and 
in Form of Law. This they ſuggeſt to weaken; and dil- 
courage the Friends of the Hanober Succeſſion ; , But this 


can't go down with any, but with thoſe who have a 


Mind to aſperſe our Noble Legiſlature, as a Company of 

worthleſs: ahje& Slaves, as Men abandon'd to all. that's 

33 and dear to them and us, as Men and Chri- 
ld ns. =. : 1 Fo» \ 


There is not one Member of, Parliament, that can fit 
or vote in either Houſe, until he has firſt Abjur d the 


Pretender, and ſworn to maintain, to the utmoſt of his 


Power, the Hanover Succeſion: And is it poſſible to 
imagine, that the peers and Commons of Great Britain 
ſhoud render themſelves ſo; Infamous to the whole World, 

and fix ſuck, àngindelible Stain of deri 
ſelves to all Poſterity? Shall a Rogue be Pillory'd and 


Cropt for falſe Swearing, when he aims but at the Eſtate 


and Life of one Subject and: ſhall the Parliament of 
Great- Britain. the moſt Auguſt and Honourable, Senate in 
the whole World, at once perjure and deſtroy them-- 
ſelves, and ; ruin the Crown and Subject, and Religion. 
the Honour of both? The Legiſlature, were it poſſible 
for 'em to arrive at that monſtrous Degree of Wicked. 
_ nels, are too wife to do a Thing ich: non! Prote.. 
Rants muſt look upon as a Nullity in it ſelf, as being 
founded in Perjury and the vileſt of Crimes. 
They know, that tho' a Jacobite's Conſcience be pre- 
Paring a Solution for our Oaths againft the Pretender, it, 
is not poſſible. for all the eſuitical Quibblers to advance 
any Thing that's: tolerably Plauſible. Tis true, *fis more 
than whiſper'd, That our Oaths oblige us only to main- 
tain the Fanover Succeſſion, while it continues to be ſettled - 
by Act of Parliament; but if the Tegiſlature ſhoud alter 
the Succeſſion, that our Oaths determine, and are no far- 
ther Obligatory, The Weaknels of this 5 
Diviniiy will appear, if we conſider, That. beſides that 
God has a, Right by our Oaths, to our utmoſt Endeavours, 
to perform,.the Thing we have vow'd to him; which 
Right no Human Law can ſuperiede 3 Beſides this (I 


laß) the Legiſlature ha ve no Power to alter, the Succeſh- . 
JJJ;̃ͤ ĩ A]ͥ ˙¹ ooo err 
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on 5 nod only, becauſd they: have ſworn, and muſt ſwear, 
before they can act ang Thing, Tbat they, will never altes 
zt, (having worn ee maintain it to the .utmoſt of their 
Powef{*ito which nothing: can be a more direct Contra. 
dickies khan the alfering id). and therefore altering it 
being an Ad of  Perjuvy,” is @ Nudity in it ſelf; and no 


Chriſtian ean have the Face to (xy, Thit the Perjury of 
one Man, or of the whole Zegiflature, can excuſe the Per. 


jury of another. 


4 They have abjur'd' the Pretender, without leaving any 


Room-tfor receiving him, let his Profeſfion of the Prote- 


fant'Relipion be what it win ; For they have ſworn to 


maintain, defend and ſupport. the Suceeſſon as the ſame 
ſtands limitted, &c. to the Princeſs Sopbis and the Heirs 
of her Body, being Proteſtants; and therefore, let the 
Pretender call himſelf what he will, we muſt ſtand by the 


Houſe of Hanover, or be perjur'd; The Law ſettling 


the Succeſſion in that HMuſtrious Family, hath provided, 
That if any of them ſhoud turn Papiſt, or marry a Papiſt, 
He or She ſo doing, ſhall loſe their Right for ever to the 
_ Crown, and the next Proteftant Heir ſhall ſuceeed as if 
He or She werc dead; from whence it is plain, that 
there is no Room left for receiving ſuch a Perſon again, 
upon his turning Proteſtant ; for he is look'd upon as dead, 


and the next Heir has as ſire a Title as if he were dead. 


Our Laws are ſo careful for preventing a Popiſh Sutceſſor, 
and for ſecuring the Crown to Perſons, whom the Nations 


may ha ve no juſt Cauſe to ſuſpe& of Popery, that they 
render Papifts uncapable for ever of inheriting the Crows : 


And when'a Proteſtant Prinee, only for his Marrying a 
Papift, ſhall tole' the Crown. tho* he ever was, and conti 
nues to be a Proteſtant, and is diſabled from Succeeding, - 
and all for, fear of Popery and Popiſb Councils, ſhall any 
Proteſtant of Common Senſe, think it fafe for us to re- 
_ Ceive the Pretender, whoſe being a' Bigorted Papiſt all his 
Days; educated in Principles Deſtructive to our Religion 
and Liberties, makes him much more Dangerous to us 
(let bim profeſs. what be wil) than a Proteſtant w on- 
Iy marries a Papift, and continues a Proteſtant himſelf; 
who yet ſtands excluded by our Laws ? And ſeeing the Ab! 
juration-Oath was impos'd for ſecuring the Set Kon 


and Nations againft all thoſe” Evils, tis reaſonable fro 


th 


C 
the Intention of the Impoſers, and the Nature of the 
Thing. as well as from the expreſs Words of it, to inter- 
pref it in the utmoſt Latitude poſſible, againſt ever pay- 
ing Allegiznce to the Pretender upon any Pretence what- 


And we ought farther to obſerve, That the Hanover 


Fueceſſion, is not a meer Act of the Legiſlature, but an in- 
diſſoluble Covenant; for it is one of the Articles of the 


Union of Great-Britain, by a poſitive Covenant between 
the two Britiſh Nations, upon which they became one; 
the Parliament of Great-Byztain muſt firſt have a Power 


to deftroy themſelves and the Fundamental Conſtituti- 


on of the Kingdom, before they have any Power to alter 


the Succeſſion, which is now become a Covenant with the. 


Duich who are Guarantees of the Succeſſion, and whoſe In- 


tereſt can never allow them to conſent to the Alteratiz 


on of it. 


From all theſe Reaſons it is plain, the Hanover-Succeſs 
fron is an Unalterable Fundamental Conftitution of theſe 
Kingdoms, by our Obligations to God, and the World, 


the Reform'd Religion, the Liberties of Great-Br7tain and 
Ireland, and even of all Europe. We have therefore one 


of the beſt of Cauſes to aſſert, the firmeft human Laws 


that can be devisd to ſupport it, and our Gracious 


Queen at the Head of em, all the Proteſtant Churches 
in the World on our Side, and none but Papifts and ſome 
diſtracted People who call themſelves Proteftants, a- 


gainſt it, whoſe Part no Proteſtant can take, but at the 
Expence of his Conſcience, Honour and Intereſt. 


Let us then contend for it, as for OUR ALL, Let us 
not render one another uncapable ofNefending theCom? 
mon Cauſe. or reſiſting the Common Enemy. Ler us not per- 
ſecure or diſgrace one another, when our united Strength 


is all little enough againſt thoſe who wou'd rejoyce in no- 


thing more than in widening our Breaches large enough 


for letting in the Pretender, to ruin us all; and becauſe, as. 
Matters àre ftated; the Church of Eugland is the only 


Party tha t have Power enough to oppreſs the Presbyteri. 


ans; therefore the Papiſts and Jacobites are at Work to 
Poſh em on to Perſecution, à Thing ſo oppolite to the Na- 
R — "ES. 
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a ture of the ProteftantReligion,and declar'd by the Church I men 

$ of England to be againſt her Conſtitution. And yet ſome triot 

i unwary Bigots (not conſidering whoſe Cauſe they manage) too 
are induftrious to miſrepreſent the Presbyterians in Greai- 170 
Britain and [reland, as Men of Diſloyal Principles and F c.... 
Practices, as Facobites and Incendiaries: The utmoſt Chari- F , 
ty that is due to thoſe who are guilty of reproaching them, whe 
is, That this proceeds from a blind Zeal againſt em, | G45 
which makes em take every Thing upon Truſt, that is 1 
ſaid againſt a Presbyterian. But I muſt obſerve, that a che 
Man, can't do more Effectual Service to the Pretender, I GE 


than to create a ſealouſy between the Church of England b 
and Preibyterians, and to make the World believe the lat. An 
ter to be Jacobites: For, if the Church of England be. Þ 
Iteve the Presbyterians to he Jacobites, pray, what Heart 
will the honeft Hanoverian Church- men have, when they ſbov 
conclude that all the Fapiſts, the Presbyterians, and a Part 
of the Epiſcopal Church (which every Body owns) are for | ty-l 
the Pretender? Won't this exceedingly diſcourage Ha- hi 
wover and his Friends? And indeed, were it true, it were and 
to be fear'd the Pretenier wou'd not long delay paying us my 
2 Viſtt. And the Deſign I had in Compoling the follow- Inte 
ing Bock, is to ſhew the Ridiculouſneſs and Madneſs of on 
thoſe who ferve the Intereſt of the Pretender, by aſperſing the 
the Pre styterians with Diſſoyalty. Their keeneſt Adver- | pr;; 
faries can't find an Handle to go upon, but by Reproach- Þ tne 
ing them in the firſt Place: For, if they be ſuppos'd to and 
be Loyal Subjects, all Proteſtants wou d call it Perſecuti- pro 
on to moleft them; and therefore, ſeeing they can't per- Une 
ſecute them without pretending 'em guilty of Difloyalty, mor 
every ons muſt ſee, that Reproaching 'em is a Step to- low 
wards their Perſecution. And ſeeing there is not any 
Party of Proteftants within Her Majeſty's Dominions that 
are more united intheirZeal againſt the Pretender, and for the 
Hanover Succeſſion, than they, and that all Men muſt own 
*am to be a. very conſiderable Body; it's humbly ſubmit- 
ted to all Proteſt ante whether the Perlecuting, Diſabling, | 
and Ditheartying of ſuch a Loyal- People be not one of the 
moſt Effectual Ways to ruin the Proteſtant Religion and 
Succeſſion. I beg the Reader may lerioufly conſider what 
1 have offer'd upon the Methods and Severities of King 
Cherles IPs Reign a gainſt the Proteſtant Diſſenters, where 
1 haye proy'd; from the Votes and: Addtreſſes af Parlia- 
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C353 
ments, the Speeches and Authority of the Greateſt Pa- 
triots in England, and of the Communion of the Church 
too, that all theſe Severities were contriv'd and executed 
either by profeſt Papz/ts, or their Proteftant Tools, to 
ſerve the Popiſh Intereft, advance the Popiſh Plot, and 


bring a Papiſt to the Crown. And therefore I beg, that 


when the Proteftant Jacobite wou'd jnſt play the ſame 
Game over «gain, and by the ſame Means, that we may 
grow wiſe from Experience, and ſhow, the Eriends of 
the Queen and Hanover Family ſhall ALL STICK TO. 
GETHER. es ay 


And for theEncouragement of all honeſt Gentlemen of the 
Churches of England and Ireland, to join Hands with thePresby- 
terians, and to confide in m. I have in the following Book, 
ſhown the Loyalty both of their Principles and Praftzces 
wherein I have not propos'd to my ſelf to ſerve any Par- 
ty-Intereft, but to prevent and remove the Jealouſies, 
which, ifentertain'd, may be Fatal to all true Proteſtants, 
and hinder them from uniting againſt the Common Ene- 


my. IL have ſincerely deſign'd to promote Her Majeſty's 


Intereſt and the Preſerva tion of the Proteſtant Succeſſi- 


on in the Illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover, by ſhe wing that 


the Presbyterians may be depended upon as Cordia 
Friends to both. And Jam confident all honeſt Men of 


the Churches of England and Ireland will rejoice in it; 


and therefore I perſwade my ſelf, that no well affected 


Proteſtant of any Perſwaſion, will be offended at my 


Undertaking to prove, That our Common. Intereſt hath 
more Eriends to ſtand by it, than ſome People wou'd al- 
ow of, | 


FINIS. 
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